


“...The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” James 5:16

Other requests...

Reach out...

How it was answered...

How I will do it...

Answered

How it went...

MONTHLY PRAYER SHEET



MONTHLY COMMITMENT SHEET

Name: 

This sheet is designed to help you make personal commitments each 
month that will help you grow in your walk with God. Fill it out by 
determining
 1.  What will push you
 2.  What you think you can achieve
If you need help filling out your commitments, seek out someone you 
trust who can help you. Share your commitments with those who will 
help keep you accountable to your personal commitment.

Personal Devotions:
How did I do with my commitment last month?
I will commit to read the OnTrack Bible passage and devotional 
thought      day(s) each week this month.

Church Attendance:
How did I do last month with my attendance?
I will attend Youth/Growth Group  time(s) this month.
I will attend the Sunday AM service  time(s) this month.
I will attend the Sunday PM service  time(s) this month.
I will attend     time(s) this month.
I will attend     time(s) this month.

Scripture Memory:
How did I do with Scripture memory last month? 
I will memorize  key verse(s) from the daily OnTrack Devotions 
this month.

Outreach:
How did I do last month with sharing Christ?
I will share Christ with   person/people this month.
I will serve my local church this month by

Other Activities:
List any other opportunities such as events, prayer group, etc., that you 
will participate in this month.



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

JUST BY CHANCE

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

ESTHER 1

This month we begin a journey 
through three amazing Old 
Testament books. Each 
one gives us a look into the 
sovereignty of God. Today 
we begin with Esther. It would 
be fun to write in the margins 
of your Bible “just by chance” 
throughout this book. It is 
amazing to see the hand of 
God at work--everything is 
under His control. In this first 
chapter, we read about what 
appears to be a typical party. 
King Xerxes was having a great 
time and decided to show 
off his wife. “Just by chance” 
she was unwilling to come. 
This angered the king, who 
followed the advice he was 
given, and removed Vashti 
as Queen. While the men did 
not give King Xerxes good 
advice with right motives, God 
used these events to remove 
the queen. He had a plan. 
Tomorrow, we begin to see the 
specifics of that plan unfold. 
Too often, we fail to realize 
that God is always in control of 
our lives. His hand is at work in 
the hearts of people to make 
decisions that will accomplish 
His plan. We must trust His 
plan even when it seems as 
if everything is out of control. 
Are there events you are 
facing which seem to have no 
purpose? Take time today to 
ask God to give you the ability 
to trust His plan.

ESTHER 1:10-22

MONDAY  |  06.01.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.02.20  |  TUESDAY

A NEW QUEEN

ESTHER 2

ESTHER 2:1-18

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

How can you use today’s reading to help you respond bibli-
cally?

How should you respond while you wait for God to move in 
someone’s heart?

List the people in your world who need God to move in their 
hearts?

While we know God can move 
in the events of our lives, He 
can also move in the hearts 
of people. But does He also 
move in the hearts of unsaved 
people? We find the answers 
to those questions today. 
After some time, King Xerxes 
became lonely for his queen. 
However, he couldn’t bring her 
back because of his decree, 
so he came up with a plan 
to find a new queen. Women 
throughout his kingdom were 
brought to the palace so that 
he could choose one to serve 
as queen. The man he placed 
in charge of the operation was 
Hegai. We also see that God 
had positioned Mordecai and 
his cousin Esther to be a part of 
the process. “Just by chance,” 
Hegai saw Esther and was taken 
by her. In fact, his heart was so 
captured that she received 
special treatment. When it 
was her turn to go before 
Xerxes, the king’s heart was 
also captured and he chose 
her, “just by chance,” to be 
the next queen. Looking back 
at these events, it is amazing 
to see how God moved in the 
hearts of people to accomplish 
His plan. What hope we have 
knowing that God can likewise 
move in the hearts of people so 
they will be favorably disposed 
toward us! In whose heart do 
you need God to move?



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

INSIGNIFICANT

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

ESTHER 2

Have you ever had one of 
those situations where you 
found yourself in the right 
place at the right time? Maybe 
as you look back at it now, 
you realize how important the 
timing actually was. Well, today 
we see one of those situations 
in the life of Mordecai. He, 
“just by chance,” happened 
to overhear a conversation 
about a plot to kill King Xerxes. 
He reported what he heard 
and as a result, the plot was 
uncovered and the king’s life 
was saved. At the end of the 
chapter, we find a phrase that 
will prove to be very significant 
later in the book. Mordecai’s 
heroic actions were recorded 
in the book of the chronicles. 
His brave act was written down 
so others would know what he 
had done. Like Mordecai, we 
also have situations happen 
every day in our lives that 
often seem to be insignificant. 
We may have no idea how 
important those events will 
prove to be in the future. We 
must keep in mind that God 
is always at work in the events 
of our lives. Mordecai was just 
doing what anyone ought to 
do. However, God had a much 
bigger plan. While our actions 
may seem unimportant, we 
must be committed to always 
do what is right. Only God 
knows how He might use it in 
the future.

ESTHER 2:19-23

WEDNESDAY  |  06.03.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.04.20  |  THURSDAY

UNPREPARED

ESTHER 3

ESTHER 3:1-11

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

How can you use today’s passage to help you respond biblically 
to what you are facing?

What are some possible reasons God has allowed those events 
to come into your life?

What circumstance are you now facing where you’re finding it 
difficult to trust the hand of God?

Throughout our reading, we 
have seen God’s view of 
the events. He was behind 
the scene orchestrating the 
events as they unfolded. In 
this chapter, God’s controlling 
hand seems to be absent. 
The king elevated a man who 
hates Jews. Mordecai was 
committed to his principles 
and would not bow his knee to 
Haman. In his fury, Haman went 
to the king and was able to 
persuade him to create a law 
that would annihilate the entire 
Jewish population. This event 
took place four years after 
Esther was made queen. The 
chosen time for the execution 
gave Haman 11 months to get 
ready. It also provided the Jews 
with 11 months to find a way to 
save themselves. While it might 
have seemed to Mordecai that 
God’s hand was absent, God 
was still very much in control. 
His plan was right on schedule. 
He had every detail perfectly 
timed. God sometimes allows 
a very difficult trial to slam into 
our worlds. We often allow it 
to lead us to doubt God or 
question what He is doing. We 
must realize in difficult times 
that God is in control. These 
events have not caught Him 
unaware or unprepared. Is 
there a circumstance you are 
now facing that requires you to 
trust God’s plan completely?



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

SUCH A TIME AS THIS

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

ESTHER 4

Do you believe that there 
is a “for such a time as this” 
for every believer? Can we 
miss it? The answers can be 
found in what Mordecai said 
to Esther in verse 14. Did you 
notice it? When Mordecai got 
the news about the plan of 
Haman to destroy the Jews, 
he began to pray and seek 
God’s hand. He went to Esther 
to let her know of the plan and 
asked her to go to the king 
and plead for her people. At 
first Esther was hesitant. She 
realized that such an action 
could result in her death. In 
that culture, you could not 
approach the king without his 
permission. Mordecai told her 
that God was going to deliver 
His people. He told her that 
if she chose to remain silent, 
God would just find someone 
else. He saw the possibility that 
God put all the pieces in place 
for this exact moment. If Esther 
failed, God would use another. 
It is sobering to know God may 
design a “for such a time as 
this,” moment for you. Even 
more sobering is to know that 
you could miss it. How sad to 
be the one God wants to use 
to change a church, school, or 
workplace, but miss it. Could 
that moment be right now? 
Are you ready to fulfill God’s 
design? What would it take to 
be ready?

ESTHER 4:1-14

FRIDAY  |  06.05.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.06.20  |  SATURDAY

THE FIRST STEP

ESTHER 5

ESTHER 5:1-8

In light of today’s reading, what personal commitment can you 
make?

What can you do to ensure that you will not miss God’s purpose 
for your life?

How can you prepare yourself to be used by God?

What might God want you to accomplish in your world?

How do you think Esther felt as 
she was getting herself ready 
to stand before the king? 
What thoughts must have 
gone through her mind as she 
was walking toward his throne 
room? After all, if he did not 
hold out his scepter to her when 
he saw her, she would lose her 
life. While we do not know what 
she was thinking or feeling, we 
do know that she conquered 
her fears and stood before the 
king. “Just by chance,” the king 
was moved by her presence 
and held his scepter out to her. 
Instead of giving her ultimate 
request at that time, she 
requested that the king and 
Haman come to a banquet she 
was preparing. Was this a plan 
she had created or did she lose 
her courage? Whatever the 
reason, we will see how God 
uses this delay as a means to 
accomplish His plan. God was 
beginning to demonstrate to 
Esther that He was in control of 
the events in her life. This was 
no doubt giving her courage 
to keep taking greater steps. 
Is there something God might 
be calling you to do? Could He 
have placed you in that class, 
on that team, or at that job for 
a specific reason? What could 
it be? Are you willing to take 
that first step?



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

BLINDED BY PRIDE

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

ESTHER 5

Dwight L. Moody once said, 
“God sends no one away 
empty except those who are 
full of themselves.” If that was 
ever true, it is true in the life 
of Haman. His arrogance was 
clearly demonstrated in this 
section of Scripture. He thought 
only of himself and his own 
so-called accomplishments. 
He was so filled with himself 
that he could not even enjoy 
this moment without getting 
caught up with the one person 
who did not treat him properly. 
It is incredible to think that God 
was using his pride to bring 
about the events that led to his 
demise and the deliverance 
of those Haman was trying to 
destroy. He created a plan to 
rid the world of the Jews he 
loathed. God was using his 
plan to rid His people of the 
one who was trying to kill them. 
Haman built a gallows 75 feet 
high, dreaming of hanging 
Mordecai on it. He went to bed 
anxious for his day of triumph, 
never realizing God had other 
plans. Like Haman, our lives 
are often filled with pride. Like 
Haman, what might appear 
to be great success, might 
ultimately be the beginning 
of our fall. Take time today to 
honestly examine your heart 
to see if there are seeds of 
arrogance germinating there. 
Deal with them before disaster 
strikes.

ESTHER 5:9-14

SUNDAY  |  06.07.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.08.20  |  MONDAY

PAYDAY SOMEDAY

ESTHER 6-7

ESTHER 6:1-13

In light of today’s reading, what personal commitment should 
you make?

How can you use today’s reading to help you respond correctly 
next time you do not receive recognition?

Why is it so hard for us to respond positively when we do not 
receive recognition?

What are some things you have done for which you received no 
recognition?

Have you ever done something 
that was really significant and 
yet received no recognition 
for it? How did you respond? 
How would you respond if 
you saved someone’s life yet 
no one even bothered to say 
thank you? That is exactly 
what took place in the life of 
Mordecai. Today, we learn 
that God knows everything we 
have done and He will respond 
in due time. As we read earlier 
in Esther, Mordecai had saved 
the king’s life. At the time, the 
king did nothing to thank him. 
“Just by chance” one night the 
king couldn’t sleep. He had 
the record of everything done 
during his reign brought in and 
read to him. It included the story 
of what Mordecai had done. 
When the king asked what had 
been done for Mordecai, he 
was told nothing. God not only 
saw to it that Mordecai was 
honored, but worked out the 
events so that Haman was the 
one who decided how to honor 
Mordecai. Had Mordecai 
received his honor earlier, 
this would not have been 
possible. We need to always 
keep in mind that God knows 
everything we are doing. Even 
though no one else notices or 
thanks you, God sees. In His 
time, He will respond. Payday 
someday.



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

PAYDAY TODAY

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

ESTHER 6-7

Have you ever felt like those 
who are doing wrong are the 
ones who get all the breaks? 
Have you felt like they never 
seem to pay a price for their 
sin? In this chapter, we see 
God’s plan beginning to 
unfold in the life of Haman. 
Until this point, it appeared as if 
he was going to get away with 
his evil plan. He, however, was 
unaware that God’s response 
was about to become 
obvious. How do you think 
Haman felt as Esther began to 
tell her story? Haman gave no 
thought to God. He thought 
himself to be invincible. He did 
not know that God had been 
preparing for Haman’s plan 
since the day Esther was born. 
Not only did God’s judgment 
rain down on Haman, but look 
at the irony in the specifics 
of what the judgment was. 
Haman was hung on the very 
gallows he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Further adding to his 
offense, Xerxes was told that 
not only was Haman going 
to take his queen, but he was 
also going to hang the man 
who had saved his life. We 
must realize that while it might 
appear to us that evil doers are 
getting away with sin, God is at 
work. He will judge. Therefore, 
we must not become weary 
in doing good. At the proper 
time, we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up!

ESTHER 6:14-7:10

TUESDAY  |  06.09.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.10.20  |  WEDNESDAY

TURN OF EVENTS

ESTHER 8

ESTHER 8:9-17

In light of today’s reading, what personal commitment can you 
make?

How can you use today’s reading to help you respond biblically 
when difficult circumstances come your way?

What were the positive results from the situation?

What circumstances have you faced or heard of others facing 
that seemed terrible, but turned out to be positive?

There is an amazing sentence in 
this passage? Did you notice it? 
It is found in verse 17. This book 
began with a king who wanted 
to show off his queen. It quickly 
turned into a plot to destroy 
an entire race of people. The 
plot was uncovered and the 
king, in this chapter, gave 
the Jews the opportunity to 
defend themselves against 
their enemies. The result of all 
this? According to verse 17, 
even before the date of their 
“scheduled” demise, their 
numbers grew. People from 
other nationalities wanted 
to become Jews. Instead of 
feeling hatred towards the 
Jewish population, God made 
it the desire of others to be 
part of this race. It appears 
that not only did Haman’s plan 
not eliminate the Jews, but it 
actually caused their number 
to increase. What an amazing 
God we serve! How often in 
our own lives do we see God 
take what appears to us to 
be a disaster and turn it into 
not just a positive situation, but 
something truly amazing. God 
takes the very thing meant by 
some to harm us and He uses 
it to help us. When it seems as 
if God has lost track of you and 
your situation, hang on. His plan 
is continuously unfolding and 
He will accomplish it.



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

CHARACTER REVEALED

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

ESTHER 9

It is often said that you can 
learn a lot about someone 
when he loses. It is equally 
true that you can learn a lot 
about someone when he 
wins. Today’s passage shows 
us a lot about the Jews under 
Mordecai’s leadership. The day 
came for the Jews to defend 
themselves. God gave them 
great strength and they were 
able to defeat their enemies. 
We learn in the passage that 
they only attacked those 
who tried to destroy them. 
Then, when the enemy was 
defeated, they did not take 
the plunder for themselves. 
This is a clear demonstration 
of true character and right 
motivation. They demonstrated 
to a watching world that 
they would not gain personal 
wealth because of this battle, 
even though the king would 
have permitted it. Three times, 
in verses 10, 15 and 16, we are 
told that they did not place 
their hands on the plunder. 
Unlike Haman, who was going 
to gain great personal wealth 
from his plan, the Jews did 
not. Often, Christians respond 
to those who oppose us with 
the same anger and hostility 
that was directed toward us. 
What we miss is the opportunity 
God gives us to demonstrate 
the difference that Christ has 
made in our lives. How are you 
responding?

ESTHER 9:1-16

THURSDAY  |  06.11.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.12.20  |  FRIDAY

NEVER FORGET

ESTHER 9

ESTHER 9:17-32

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

What can you do to ensure that your children will know what 
God did for you in your lifetime?

How can you keep those events fresh in your mind now and in 
the future?

What has God done for you recently that you don’t want to ever 
forget?

How important is it to remember 
key events in our lives? 
According to today’s reading, 
very important. To ensure that 
the Jews would never forget 
what God had done for 
them, Mordecai & Esther used 
their authority to institute a 
celebration called Purim. They 
were to celebrate it every year 
for two days. It was designed 
to remind them of how God 
had given them victory over 
their enemy Haman. They were 
not only to do it that first year, 
but they were to pass it down 
from generation to generation. 
Mordecai and Esther wanted 
to be sure that the Jews never 
forgot how God provided 
for them. Even today, Jewish 
families celebrate the feast of 
Purim. Why is this so important? 
Let’s illustrate it in your own 
life. Write down on a sheet 
of paper all the ways God 
has miraculously provided for 
you over the past few years. 
Is it hard to come up with a 
list? Is that because there are 
only a few times God actually 
provided? No, it is because you 
either missed them or forgot. 
We do a poor job of keeping 
before ourselves the results of 
God working on our behalf. 
How can you change that? 
What can you create to be 
reminded of God’s provisions?



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

A TRIBUTE

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

ESTHER 9-10

If you were to die in the next 
few days and we gathered 
for your funeral, what would 
people say about you? What 
qualities would we mention 
when discussing your life? 
What significant things would 
we remember you had done? 
Hopefully, they would be 
the same kind of things the 
author said of Mordecai in this 
chapter. As we finish this great 
book, we learn what God had 
to say about Mordecai. First, 
God says that he worked hard 
for his people. He was not a 
selfish man that thought only 
of what was most comfortable 
for himself. He was someone 
who thought of others first 
and served them without 
considering the personal cost. 
Second, Mordecai will be 
remembered for speaking up 
for his people. He was willing to 
put his life on the line to defend 
and protect them. They could 
count on Mordecai to stand 
firm and fight on their behalf. 
Could we say that about 
you? Do your friends see you 
as one who works hard for 
them? Are you someone who 
helps them out, keeping them 
encouraged? Would they say 
that they can always count on 
you to stick up for them? What 
needs to change so they can?

ESTHER 10

SATURDAY  |  06.13.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.14.20  |  SUNDAY

CONSEQUENCES

JONAH 1

JONAH 1:1-12

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

How can you use these verses to help you when you face the 
choice of obedience or disobedience?

Why is it so hard for us to be obedient to God’s clear direction at 
times?

What consequences have you observed in the lives of others 
when they are disobedient?

The book of Jonah is about a 
man who refused to obey God. 
What were the implications of 
Jonah’s run from God? Did his 
decision to disobey God only 
impact his life or other’s lives 
as well? In this first chapter, we 
learn the impact his decision 
had on himself and those 
around him. First, Jonah put his 
life at risk by disobeying God. 
Second, his disobedience put 
the lives of many others at risk. 
Third, Jonah’s disobedience 
ruined his opportunity to have 
a real witness. The men on 
board the ship must have 
been very impressed when 
he told them he worshiped 
the one true God of heaven. 
While they feared his God, his 
actions prohibited him from 
being able to share how they 
could know Him personally. We 
often think that our personal 
walks with God are an issue 
that is only between ourselves 
and God. Jonah’s life story 
reveals this is not true. When 
we disobey God, we put others 
around us at risk. When God 
responds to our disobedience, 
the consequences cannot be 
contained to our lives alone. 
When you are faced with 
obeying God or doing what 
you want to do and what is 
most comfortable, remember 
it is not just between you and 
God.



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

VIEW OF GOD

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

JONAH 1-2

What differences do you 
notice between Jonah’s 
attitude in chapter 1 and in 
today’s reading? It reveals a 
contrast between disobeying 
and obeying. In chapter one, 
we find a man who seems to be 
cold and insensitive. He seems 
so selfish and hard that he is 
willing to be thrown overboard 
and drowned before he would 
obey God. In chapter 2, we 
see a much different man. We 
see a man who is gracious and 
humble. He no longer views 
God as restrictive and harsh, 
but a God who is full of mercy 
and kindness. Further, we see 
a man who has come to the 
realization that the things in his 
life which seemed to be more 
important than obedience 
are nothing but “worthless 
idols.” Jonah demonstrates 
how different our lives are 
when we live in obedience 
rather than disobedience. In 
disobedience, we give God 
no choice but to rebuke and 
discipline us. He then seems 
restrictive and harsh. When 
we live a life of obedience, 
we allow God to bestow 
unbelievable mercy, grace, 
and kindness. He does not 
need to punish us, but blesses 
us. What is your view of God? 
What does that tell you about 
how you live your life?

JONAH 2

MONDAY  |  06.15.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.16.20  |  TUESDAY

EFFECTIVE WITNESS

JONAH 3-4

JONAH 3

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

What needs to change in order for you to have an effective 
witness?

How does your personal walk affect your ability to share Christ 
with them?

In what ways does your walk with God impact the people around 
you?

We have seen the impact 
Jonah’s disobedience has 
had the previous two days. 
Today, we see the impact 
his obedience has. Did you 
notice it? First, we notice that 
obedience brought personal 
peace into Jonah’s life. He 
was finally willing to follow 
God’s plan for his life. Living 
in the belly of a big fish is 
enough to get most of us to 
obey God. Second, unlike 
disobedience, which put others 
at risk, obedience brings about 
positive change in their lives. 
When Jonah was running from 
God, there was no opportunity 
for him to impact people with 
the hope of salvation. But once 
he was living a consistent and 
obedient life, his message was 
believable and accepted. In 
fact, when Jonah’s message 
reached the king, he declared 
that the entire city should 
repent and follow the true 
God. When we live obediently, 
we have many opportunities 
to share Christ. However, a life 
of disobedience robs you of 
credibility and opportunity. The 
way you live your life determines 
your ability to impact others. 
Are there people in your world 
who would not consider trusting 
Christ because of how you live? 
What will you do about it?



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

PRIORITIES

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

JONAH 3-4

How can you tell what your 
priorities really are? How 
can you tell if you are more 
concerned about your 
own personal comfort than 
reaching lost people? Jonah 
gives us part of the answer 
in today’s reading. God 
used Jonah to bring about 
a great revival in Nineveh. 
However, Jonah was upset 
with the revival. The people 
of Nineveh were very wicked 
and Jonah felt that they 
deserved punishment and not 
the opportunity to be forgiven. 
In fact, he revealed that the 
reason he ran from God was 
that he wanted judgment 
for them, not the opportunity 
to repent. When the time 
for God’s judgment came, 
he built a shelter to watch 
the great event. But, as he 
suspected, God forgave their 
sin. Jonah was more upset 
about the vine dying than 
he was about the thousands 
of lives that would die in 
judgment. His priority was his 
personal comfort rather than 
the needs of these people. 
He did preach to the city, but 
only under pressure and only 
when it was convenient. When 
his own comfort was affected, 
his concern was for himself. 
Do you see yourself in Jonah? 
Is your personal comfort more 
important than other’s lives? 
How can you make sure it 
changes?

JONAH 4

WEDNESDAY  |  06.17.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.18.20  |  THURSDAY

WHY

DANIEL 1

DANIEL 1:1-7

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

How can you use the example in Daniel to help you when you 
face difficult circumstances in life?

List reasons God may want you to experience those difficulties?

What difficult situations have you or someone you know encoun-
tered recently?

Why do bad things happen 
in the lives of people? Why 
are some people’s lives struck 
with unimaginable pain and 
suffering? The answer may 
be hard for us to accept, but 
God is ultimately responsible 
for our pain. It is illustrated in 
today’s reading. Daniel’s life 
was drastically changed in 
just a few moments. A foreign 
army invaded his country, 
desecrated the Temple, 
killed family and friends, and 
kidnapped him. All he knew 
of life was taken from him 
and he was taken to a foreign 
land. He was forced to learn 
a new language, taught their 
customs, given different food 
to eat, instructed by their 
educators, and given a new 
name honoring their pagan 
gods. His Hebrew name was 
significant to his faith in God. 
Why did all this happen to him? 
According to verse 2, God 
delivered them into the hand 
of the Babylonians. It was His 
intention that the Hebrews 
be attacked and captured 
by King Nebuchadnezzar. 
We must realize that God’s 
sovereignty reigns in the world. 
Nothing happens, good or 
evil, unless He allows it. We 
must accept that and seek to 
discover God’s plan in painful 
circumstances. This book will 
teach us how Daniel did just 
that.



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

DIFFERENT

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

DANIEL 1

We are called in Scripture to be 
in the world but not of the world. 
We are to become involved in 
the lives of people who live in 
the world without becoming 
like them. The issue we all face 
is how to accomplish that? In 
these verses, Daniel gives us 
an example. Yesterday, we 
saw four different issues Daniel 
dealt with. He was willing to 
participate and accept all 
but one. He did not object 
to getting a pagan name, 
getting a pagan education, 
or learning their language. 
However, when it came to the 
food, he said no. Why? Part 
of the answer is that some of 
the food he was given to eat 
violated the Law. Some of the 
food would not have violated 
the Law so why reject it all? 
Could it be that he wanted to 
make sure his “lifestyle” was 
clearly different? He was in 
their world, but his “lifestyle” 
was different. What similar 
issues do we deal with? 
Should the movies we go 
to be different? Should the 
way we conduct our dating 
relationships be different? 
Should our commitment to 
church be different? While 
we are called to be in the 
world, we must be careful not 
to become like it so there are 
no obvious differences in how 
we live. Can people see your 
differences?

DANIEL 1:8-21

FRIDAY  |  06.19.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.20.20  |  SATURDAY

IMPOSSIBLE

DANIEL 2

DANIEL 2:1-23

In light of today’s reading, what personal commitment should 
you make?

How can you apply this passage the next time you face what 
looks like an impossible situation?

What does your response to difficult situations tell you about 
yourself?

What are some different ways people respond to difficult situa-
tions?

When you are faced with a 
seemingly impossible situation, 
what do you do? Would 
you react like Daniel? King 
Nebuchadnezzar had a dream 
which required interpretation. 
He decided, “just by chance,” 
to keep the contents of his 
dream to himself. He wanted 
someone to tell him what 
the dream was and give its 
interpretation. The astrologers 
were right to say that what 
he asked them to do was 
impossible. They did not know 
that what is impossible with 
man is possible with God. When 
Daniel heard that the wise men 
would be executed, he went to 
the king. Daniel had faith that 
God could reveal the dream 
and provide its interpretation 
if He chose to. Daniel did what 
we should do when facing an 
impossible situation. He and 
his friends went to God for 
help. They admitted their lack 
of ability and sought God’s 
solution. When God revealed 
the dream to Daniel, he 
praised Him. Daniel saw the 
situation as an opportunity to 
put God on display. When you 
face difficulties, do you go right 
to your knees seeking a solution 
from God? Do you see it as an 
opportunity to display God’s 
greatness to a watching world? 
Are you facing an impossibility 
now?



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

OPPORTUNITY

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

DANIEL 2

Why did God send 
Nebuchadnezzar this dream? 
Could it be that, beyond 
letting him know what his future 
held, He also wanted him to 
acknowledge that He was in 
control of all things? Daniel 
had an incredible opportunity 
to confront the king with his 
need for God. Daniel was 
given a great chance to share 
who God is. What kind of 
opportunity would Daniel have 
had if he reacted with fear, 
panic, or depression? Instead, 
he had the opportunity to 
confidently demonstrate his 
faith in the one true God. 
When God provided the 
answers for Daniel, he did not 
hesitate to let the king know 
that it was God who gave him 
the information he sought. 
Daniel used the opportunity 
to not only give the king what 
he asked for, but also reveal 
the need for Nebuchadnezzar 
to personally submit to God. 
Maybe the impossible situation 
you are facing has been 
placed in your lap to give you 
an opportunity to share your 
faith with others. Your response 
may determine your ability to 
not only put God on display, 
but reveal to others their 
personal need for God’s gift. Is 
your response setting you up to 
do just that?

DANIEL 2:24-45

SUNDAY  |  06.21.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.22.20  |  MONDAY

STANDING

DANIEL 3

DANIEL 3:1-18

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

What actions can you take right now to make sure you are 
ready when it is time to make that choice?

What can you learn from these three men that will help you take 
your stand?

What similar situations might you face in which you must choose 
to take a stand for your faith?

We have all, at one time or 
another, wondered what we 
would do if our lives were 
placed on the line for our 
faith. Would we give our lives 
for our faith or would we deny 
Christ? Every so often, we hear 
of someone who, when put 
in that very situation, gives his 
life for his faith. That kind of 
courage is such a challenge for 
us. In today’s reading, we see 
three young men who faced 
a similar choice. If they denied 
their faith in God, they would 
live. If not, they would die. Not 
only was it a difficult choice but 
it was before hundreds, maybe 
thousands of people. Imagine 
what they must have thought 
when the music started and 
everyone bowed down. 
Maybe they could bow but 
keep their eyes open. Maybe 
they could avoid the situation 
so they wouldn’t have to make 
the choice. These three stood 
their ground and did not back 
down. They knew it could cost 
them their lives, but still took 
their stand. Do you stand firm for 
your faith? While you may not 
face life or death, do you make 
it obvious to those around you 
that you have unshakable faith 
in God? What would it take to 
make you more like these three 
young men?



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

DELIVERANCE

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

DANIEL 3

Yesterday, we read about 
three men who stood alone 
for God. What would happen 
to you if you began to take 
an undeniable stand in your 
world? Maybe it would result 
in friends trusting Christ. It 
might mean you would lose 
everything. These three men 
took a stand knowing that 
God could deliver them. They 
did not falter because they 
were certain He could, but 
they also knew they could die 
in the furnace. What thoughts 
do you think they had as 
they made their way to the 
furnace? How sweet it must 
have been to realize that God 
had chosen to deliver them. 
Imagine the conversation in 
the furnace, knowing God had 
done the miraculous. Because 
of their faith, they got an 
incredible opportunity to share 
with the king about their God. 
While we may not know what 
God’s response will be when 
we stand for Him, we still must 
take a stand. Like these young 
men, we must never waver in 
our devotion and commitment 
to our faith. Who knows what 
awaits us if we stand for our 
God in great faith? Are you 
lacking the courage to stand? 
Who might God give you an 
opportunity to share Christ 
with? What miracle might be 
waiting for you?

DANIEL 3:19-30

TUESDAY  |  06.23.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.24.20  |  WEDNESDAY

PROFESS VS. POSSESS

DANIEL 4

DANIEL 4:1-18

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

What can I do to ensure that my salvation and walk with God is 
not one of professing, but one of possessing?

How can I tell which category I fit in?

What specific differences are there between one who professes 
God and one who possesses God?

What is the difference between 
profession and possession? 
The answer could determine 
whether someone has eternal 
life or not. Again, in today’s 
story, Daniel interpreted 
the meaning of King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
Notice what the king said in 
verse 8. He referred to the 
name he had given Daniel as 
a name after “my god.” Daniel 
was referred to as one who 
had the spirit of the holy gods 
in him. It seems that at this point 
Nebuchadnezzar is not yet a 
true believer. While he has seen 
much to show him that Daniel’s 
God is the true God and seems 
to be willing to acknowledge 
that there is a God and that 
He is very powerful, he is still 
unwilling to submit himself 
to that God. He can profess 
God, but he does not seem 
to possess God as his personal 
Savior. This sounds like many 
people in churches today. They 
can verbalize all kinds of facts, 
have knowledge of God and 
sound as if they are truly saved, 
yet their lives seem to tell a 
very different story. They do 
not possess God as their Savior, 
but they can certainly profess 
knowledge. What about you? 
Do you simply profess and not 
possess?



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

A WARNING

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

DANIEL 4

Yesterday, we read about 
a man who seemed to be 
able to talk a lot about God 
but did not seem to have 
a personal relationship with 
that God. Today, we read 
how Daniel used the dream 
as an opportunity to confront 
the king about his need to 
repent. When Daniel was 
told what the dream was 
and God provided him with 
the interpretation, he was 
frightened. Nebuchadnezzar 
assured Daniel that he wanted 
to know the meaning of the 
dream. Daniel explained that 
God was about to judge the 
king for his pride. He would 
lose the kingdom and then be 
driven to the fields to live like 
an animal. Daniel closed with 
a bold appeal to repent and 
possibly avoid the punishment. 
Daniel dealt with this sin head 
on. He spoke strongly about the 
king’s need to repent and seek 
God’s grace. In fact, we shall 
see tomorrow that God gave 
King Nebuchadnezzar almost 
a year to repent. Too often we 
see issues in the lives of people 
that reveal they do not have a 
true personal relationship with 
Christ. We must help them see 
their need to humbly repent of 
their sin and come to Christ. It 
is not enough to profess, we 
must possess.

DANIEL 4:19-27

THURSDAY  |  06.25.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.26.20  |  FRIDAY

PRIDE

DANIEL 4

DANIEL 4:28-37

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

What can you do to avoid developing pride in your heart?

Why does God hate pride?

How can you tell if there is pride in your life?

What character quality is most 
important to God? While it 
might be hard to determine 
the “most” important, there 
is one that seems to stand 
out repeatedly as being 
very important to God. In 
fact, the reason God put 
Nebuchadnezzar through 
the struggles he did was to 
produce this quality in him. 
Did you notice his summary 
statement in verse 37? After 
everything that happened 
to him, Nebuchadnezzar was 
ready to praise, exalt, and 
glorify the God of Heaven. 
He realized that everything 
God does is right and all His 
ways are just. Look at the last 
statement of this chapter. 
“Those who walk in pride, 
He is able to humble.” Until 
Nebuchadnezzar was humble, 
he could not possess God. Until 
God brought him to the end of 
himself, he would not bow the 
knee. God brought all those 
circumstances into his life to 
give him humility. Without it, we 
can never know God fully. Pride 
causes us to focus on ourselves 
and not on God. Pride keeps us 
from praising God because we 
think we deserve all the credit. 
Do you see evidence of pride 
in your life? What will it take to 
humble you? Ask God to reveal 
pride and then deal with it.



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

WISDOM

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

DANIEL 5

Someone once said, “A fool 
learns from his own mistakes, 
a wise man learns from the 
mistakes of others.” If that is true, 
Belshazzar is one of the world’s 
greatest fools. His arrogance 
in this chapter is unbelievable. 
The armies of the Persians 
were right outside the gates. 
Belshazzar decided to throw a 
party, possibly to boost morale. 
In the midst of the party, they 
brought the articles from the 
Temple of Jerusalem and 
drank wine from them. They 
not only desecrated them, 
but did so while praising their 
pagan gods. They called on 
their gods to deliver them from 
the Persians instead of humbly 
asking the God of Heaven who 
could help. They dishonored 
Him and challenged who 
He was. God’s response was 
more than they bargained for. 
The wise men could not help 
them, but God’s man Daniel 
was ready. It would seem 
reasonable that Belshazzar 
would have learned from the 
past, but he was doomed to 
repeat the mistakes his father 
made. We are often just like 
Belshazzar. We could learn 
from the mistakes other people 
make, but we don’t. Could you 
be repeating the mistakes that 
others have made? Is it time to 
learn from others?

DANIEL 5:1-12

SATURDAY  |  06.27.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.28.20  |  SUNDAY

KNOWINGLY

DANIEL 5

DANIEL 5:13-31

In light of this passage, what personal commitment should you 
make?

How can you avoid making the same mistakes as Belshazzar?

Why do people commit the same kinds of sins they have ob-
served in another’s life?

What sins do people commit knowing the consequences will be 
severe?

Would Belshazzar’s sin have 
been responded to by God 
any differently had he not 
been aware of the sins of 
Nebuchadnezzar? It would 
appear, from verse 22, that 
the answer might be yes. 
It seems that part of what 
made God even more angry 
over Belshazzar’s sin was 
that he knew all about what 
had happened to his father 
Nebuchadnezzar, and yet did 
not change his ways. In spite of 
his knowledge, he decided to 
also set himself up against God. 
He did more than just ignore 
God, he challenged Him. He 
mocked Him and refused to 
humble himself even though 
he had enough knowledge 
to cause him to be humble. 
It is one thing to disobey 
God without knowledge. It 
is another thing to disobey 
God knowing how He feels 
about it and knowing what the 
consequences are for sin. We 
find the same problem today. 
People in our churches are just 
as hard-hearted as Belshazzar. 
They know that what they are 
doing is wrong. They have 
even seen the consequences 
and the judgment of God for 
committing those offenses. 
Yet, they just go right on in 
their sin. Could you be one of 
those people? Is your heart 
hardened?



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

BLAMELESS

Implementation: What do I do?

Application: How does it apply to me?

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Observation: What do I see?

DANIEL 6

If we asked the people you go 
to school with or the people 
you work with to describe you, 
what would they say? What 
would it take for someone to 
say about you what was said 
about Daniel in this chapter? 
Daniel had found favor with 
a third king. He continued to 
serve faithfully over the years 
and was promoted to an 
administrator. He did so well 
that the king planned to place 
him over the entire kingdom. 
In their jealousy, his coworkers 
wanted to find a way to 
discredit him. As hard as they 
might try, they could find 
nothing. They realized the only 
way they could get rid of him 
was if it “has something to do 
with the law of his God.” They 
created a plan that could get 
Daniel in trouble with the king 
because of his commitment 
to God. Imagine being so 
righteous in your school, your 
workplace, your athletic 
team, your home, and even at 
church that if people wanted 
to discredit you they could find 
nothing to use. Are there areas 
of your life that you are not like 
Daniel? What would it take 
for you to be more like Daniel 
in that area? Daniel illustrates 
that God is able to help us to 
be this kind of person. Why not 
let Him get started with you 
today?

DANIEL 6:1-18

MONDAY  |  06.29.20



SAY WHAT?

SO WHAT?

NOW WHAT?

THEN WHAT?

06.30.20  |  TUESDAY

CONSISTENCY

DANIEL 6

DANIEL 6:19-28

In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you 
make?

How can you use the example of Daniel to help you be success-
ful for Christ when something changes in your life?

What needs to change in your life to enable to you be successful 
no matter what environment you may be in?

What qualities have you observed in Daniel that enabled him to 
be successful in different areas of his life?

Have you ever talked to 
someone who gave all kinds 
of excuses for why he failed 
in an area? If only he had 
different parents. If only he had 
a different boss. If only he had 
a different job. How different 
was Daniel? Regardless of 
who was in charge or what his 
environment was, he seemed 
to always come out on top. 
When Daniel was brought to 
Babylon against his will, there 
was very little influence for 
the true God. He began his 
work for an ungodly king--
Nebuchadnezzar. With each 
new king, he gained greater 
favor. Even when Babylon was 
overtaken by the Persians, 
he ultimately found himself in 
favor with the king. Daniel’s 
godliness did not depend on his 
environment. His determination 
to do his job and be faithful 
was not dependent on those 
for whom he worked. Daniel 
was a man who was faithful no 
matter what was going on in his 
world. Would you stand as firm? 
If divorce struck your family, 
would you remain faithful? If 
you moved to a new school, 
would you remain faithful? If 
you started a new job, would 
you be faithful? If you got 
a new boss, would you stay 
faithful? This world needs more 
Daniels. Will you be one?








