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COVID-19 RE-OPENING PLAN 
LIVING WATER COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 

Honoring God; providing for the safety of our church family and community; and being responsible 

citizens are of primary importance as we prepare to resume public gatherings at Living Water.  

These three principles find their source in the pages of Scripture. 

 Jesus himself commands us in Matthew 22 to honor God by loving him with all of our heart, 

soul, and mind and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 1 Peter 2 calls us, as fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ, to both submit ourselves to 

those in governmental authority and to live as free men and women who don’t use their 

freedom as a cover-up for evil.  We are commanded to show proper respect to everyone; to 

love believers; to fear God; and honor our secular leaders.  

 Similarly, Titus 3 reminds us to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, and to 

be ready to do whatever is good. 

As such, how Living Water facilities reopen will speak volumes about our love for God, our church 

family, and our community. 

We recognize that for the near term we will not be able to “do ministry” as we have done it in the 

past.  These times will require us to be creative, flexible, and mindful of our people, all while still 

maintaining a standard of excellence. 

Finally, we know full well that members of our church family, including our staff and Elder Board, 

have different perspectives as it relates to resuming in person worship services. Some have been 

ready to resume in person worship services for weeks and are wondering why we are taking so long.  

Others, while wanting to eventually re-engage in person worship, are more cautious and they are 

concerned that we might be opening too soon.  And then there are those somewhere in the middle.   

In a crisis like this, there is no one right answer and no one individual or group of individuals holds a 

monopoly on the truth.  There are simply too many unknowns.  As such, we must live out the 

Apostle Paul’s teaching in Philippians 2:3-4 and “Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility 

count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests but 

also to the interests of others.” 

With that said, we are not going to judge one another’s decisions as it relates to resuming in person 

worship services.  As members of the body of Christ, we will not accuse our brothers and sisters who 

chose to immediately attend in person worship services as not caring about the health of others, nor 

will we accuse our brothers and sisters who chose to stay home and continue to participate in our 

worship services through the live stream as fearful or lacking faith. 

Whatever choice an individual makes regarding attending or not attending in person worship service 

clearly falls into the category of “disputable matters” which the Apostle Paul speaks about in 

Romans 14.  In such cases, the Bible tells us that “each one [of us] should be fully convinced in 
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his/her own mind [as to what he/she should do].  Ultimately, as Paul so clearly teaches in verse 12, 

“each of us will give an account of himself/herself to God.” 

PREPARING FOR YOUR RETURN: 

1. All the facilities have been deep cleaned, along with routine weekly cleaning. 

2. In preparation for your return, we have made a few changes to the facilities to provide for social 

distancing and a limited touch experience. You will notice that some areas have been closed 

temporarily and in other areas, items have been removed.  

EXPECTATIONS WHEN YOU ARE ON CAMPUS: 

1. Anyone (adults, children, infants) who has a fever (100.0 degrees or higher), cough, runny nose, 

shortness of breath, or have knowingly been in contact with someone with COVID-19 in the last 

14 days should not seek to attend on campus worship services.1 Those who chose to do so will 

be respectfully asked to leave the facilities.  

2. Masks are required to be worn at all times during indoor worship services.  Masks will be 

encouraged but are optional for outdoor worship services.  You must bring and wear your own 

mask. If you refuse to wear a mask during the indoor worship services, we will respectfully ask 

you to leave the facilities. If you do not want to wear a mask, please plan to attend the next 

outdoor service until such time as masks are not required indoors. You will not be required to 

wear mask during indoor worship services if you fall into one of these categories: 

i. If you are actively speaking, singing or playing instruments, while on the stage. 

ii. Children 6 years old and younger. 

iii. People who have a medical condition that prevents them from wearing a mask. 

3. We encourage you to bring your own hand sanitizer and water bottles.  

4. We encourage you to limit what you touch. 

5. While Living Water staff will do what is reasonably within our power to minimize the transmission 

of the COVID-19 virus, it is absolutely impossible for us to keep the church’s facilities COVID-19 

free.  As such, it is ultimately your responsibility to ensure that you wash your hands on a regular 

basis, practice appropriate social distancing, refrain from touching your face, cover coughs and 

sneezes with a tissue or use the inside of the elbow, and that you take any other steps not listed 

to protect your health.  By choosing to participate in Living Water’s activities, you fully assume 

responsibility to protect yourself from contracting COVID-19. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Medical personnel who have been in contact with someone with COVID-19 in the last 14 days and who have been 
faithfully following the local, state, and national guidelines issued to protect against COVID-19 infection and 
transmission are welcome to attend worship services. 
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HOW YOU ENTER THE BUILDING: 

1. Entrance to the building on both the upper and lower levels will be through the doors under the 

covered drive thru areas. If you enter on the lower level, you will need to walk down the hallway 

to use the east stairs near the elevator to enter the worship room.   

2. You will be asked to enter the worship room immediately and not linger in the lobby. 

HOW YOU FIND A SEAT: 

1. We are asking for families to sit together and leave two open chairs between each group. 

2. We will reserve several of the back rows in the east side of the worship room for families with children 

ages birth through 6 years old. This is so they can have easy access to the lobby and the restrooms. 

3. We will reserve several of the back rows in the west side of the worship room for elderly 

individuals or individuals with disabilities. 

HOW YOU EXIT THE BUILDING: 

1. At the end of the worship service, you will be dismissed by sections and rows, and everyone 

(except those needing to use the elevator) will exit through the west doors.  

2. If you parked in the lower level, you will need to use the west stairs. People who are parked in 

the upper parking lot will exit through the Upper Level west entrance. 

CHANGES YOU WILL SEE IN THE WORSHIP SERVICE: 

1. We will continue to offer three (3) worship services each weekend: 6pm on Saturday evening, as 

well as 9 and 11am on Sunday mornings.  The 6pm Saturday evening service will be held outside 

(weather permitting) for at least the month of June – perhaps longer if deemed necessary.     

2. Worship services will be approximately 60 minutes long until we enter the green phase. We will 

continue to take an offering. However, rather than passing an offering plate, ushers will go 

down the rows with the offering plates. We will begin to celebrate the Lord’s Supper when we 

enter the green phase.   

3. For the first few weeks we will not be providing any children’s programs (e.g. nursery, 

preschool, children’s ministry, student ministry).  As such, children will be with us in the worship 

services.  Over time, we will slowly restart our children’s programs, beginning with 

nursery/preschool and on subsequent weekends include elementary and then middle/high 

school. 

4. Once the worship room is empty it will be cleaned and reset for the next service.  

RESTROOMS WILL BE AVAILABLE: 

You will have access to restrooms whenever you are on the premises.  In order to minimize the 

possibility of COVID-19 transmission in the bathrooms, we will stock the restrooms with paper towels, 

soap, toilet tissue, and seat covers. In addition, the bathrooms will be cleaned.  
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