
12 Titus  
2:1-15

MORE LIKE
JESUS

FOCUS
No matter what your favorite thing is about summer, there will always be 
things we like and things we don’t. In fact, your situation in life likely has an 
impact on how you perceive various seasons. While summer brings longer 
days and warmer weather, for some, the heat is unbearable. Many of you likely 
associate summer with positive things like swimming and being out of school. 
However, your parents might associate summer with higher electricity bills 
and child care costs due to the fact that kids are not in school. The point is that 
we all see and respond to the seasons of life in different ways depending on 
our context. Today we are going to see Paul encourage Titus to take note of the 
different contexts the people of Crete found themselves in.

God calls us to live for His glory 
and to grow to be more like Jesus 
in every situation and season.

This week’s

TRUTH
Central
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12
.01 WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PART OF SUMMER? WHY?

.02 WHAT IS YOUR LEAST FAVORITE ASPECT OF SUMMER? WHY?

Talk it out

Begin by reading 
through the 
passage.

EXPLORATION
Titus 2:1-15

1 You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. 2 Teach 
the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and 
sound in faith, in love and in endurance. 3 Likewise, teach the older 
women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or 
addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge 
the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-
controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to 
their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 6 Similarly, 
encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7 In everything set them 
an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, 
seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so 
that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing 
bad to say about us. 9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in 
everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to them, 10 and not 
to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that 
in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. 
11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 
12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and 
to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 
13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his 
very own, eager to do what is good. 15 These, then, are the things you 
should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone 
despise you.
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.03 WHAT DID PAUL COMMAND TIMOTHY TO TEACH? WHAT 

DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?

.04 COMPARE AND CONTRAST PAUL’S COMMANDS TO OLDER 

MEN, OLDER WOMEN. HOW ARE THEY SIMILAR? HOW ARE 

THEY DIFFERENT?

.05 WHAT SPECIFIC COMMANDS DOES PAUL GIVE TO OLDER 

WOMEN? WHAT DOES THIS TELL US ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE 

OF MENTORS IN SPIRITUAL GROWTH?

.06 WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SELF-CONTROLLED? WHAT ARE SOME OF THE  

MOST COMMON BARRIERS TO SELF-CONTROL TODAY?

Titus 2:1-5

CONVERSATION

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
The phrase “workers at home” 
does not imply that all women 
should be stay at home moms. 
The concept of a stay at home 
mom is a relatively modern one. 
The ancient world was primarily 
agricultural, meaning that for 
most families, the home was 
the workplace for all members 
of the family. The idea of stay at 
home moms arose when culture 
began shifting more industrial 
and people start working away 
from home. Each family has to 
work out how they will provide 
for their children through 
work and how they will raise 
them. Paul simply encourages 
Christian mothers to prioritize 
caring for and loving their 
children well. Fathers should do 
the same.

Reflect and 
respond.

Titus 2:6-10
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.07 WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO BE ABOVE REPROACH? 

WHAT DOES VERSE 8 TELL US ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN OUR MESSAGE AND OUR LIFESTYLE?

.08 HOW DOES PAUL ENCOURAGE SLAVES TO RESPOND TO 

THEIR MASTERS? DOES THIS SURPRISE YOU? WHAT CAN WE 

LEARN FROM THIS?

.09 WHAT DOES THE SAVING GRACE OF GOD COMPEL US TO DO (VV. 11-12)?

.10 HOW DOES KNOWING THAT JESUS GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR US TO REDEEM US EMPOWER US 

TO LIVE MORE FAITHFULLY FOR HIM? HOW DOES GRACE EMPOWER OBEDIENCE?

Titus 2:11-15
Journal your 
response here.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

People were sold into slavery 
for economic reasons rather 
than for issues of race. Often 
times a man was a slave 
because he incurred a large 
amount of debt and could not 
pay it off, so he sold himself 
into slavery. Many were, 
however, born as slaves. In 
the first century there were 
masters that treated their 
slaves with respect and there 
were certainly masters who 
ruthlessly beat and mistreated 
their slaves. There is nothing 
about slavery in the first century 
that was fair. Just because Paul 
does not speak out against 
slavery here does not mean 
Paul was not morally opposed 
to it. Paul’s focus in verses 9-10 
was to encourage slaves to live 
for the glory of God and the 
advancement of the gospel.
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NOW WHAT?

.11 WHAT IS UNIQUE ABOUT YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW? HOW DOES YOUR CURRENT 

UNIQUE SITUATION OR CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDE YOU OPPORTUNITIES TO 

LIVE FOR CHRIST OR ADVANCE HIS KINGDOM?

.12 HOW MIGHT SEEKING OUT A CHRISTIAN MENTOR HELP YOU GROW IN YOUR 

FAITH? HOW MIGHT WE ENCOURAGE GROWTH IN ONE ANOTHER?

.13 WHAT IS ONE STEP YOU MIGHT TAKE TO EXERCISE MORE SELF-CONTROL IN 

YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH SOCIAL MEDIA, TV, OR OTHER MEDIA?

.14 REREAD TITUS 2:11-13. HOW MIGHT WE LIVE WITH A GREATER AWARENESS 

OF JESUS’ RETURN? HOW MIGHT SUCH AN AWARENESS CHANGE THE WAY WE 

LIVE DAY TO DAY?

CENTRAL
TRUTH

God calls us to live for 
His glory and to grow 

to be more like Jesus in 
every situation and season.

How does 
this apply to  
your life?
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Choose five days this week to set aside 
time to dig deeper into God’s Word with 
these devotions. We hope you’ll make this a 
priority and encourage others in your group 
to do so as well.

Dwell
.01 WHO HAS IMPACTED YOUR FAITH 

BY THEIR TEACHING AND EXAMPLE? 

WHY IS THIS CRUCIAL TO SPIRITUAL 

GROWTH?

.02 WHO ARE YOU IMPACTING WITH 

YOUR FAITH AND EXAMPLE?

The various commands Paul gives to 
different ages of people are worth closer 
consideration, but the main point of 
application here is that meaningful Christian 
relationships are crucial to spiritual growth. 
God intends for you to have more mature 
believers in your life who invest in you 
spiritually and also those you would do the 
same for.

Memorize
Write Titus 2:13 on a note card and tape it to 
your mirror or carry it in your pocket.

Pray
Ask God to help you learn from other, more 
mature followers of Jesus in your life. 

DEVOTIONS TITUS 2:1-5

FOR BIBLE READING

Daily Day One

7 Arrows

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE SAY?

HOW DOES THIS 
PASSAGE CHANGE 

THE WAY I RELATE TO 
PEOPLE?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 

ABOUT GOD?

WHAT DID THIS 
PASSAGE MEAN 
TO ITS ORIGINAL 

AUDIENCE?

HOW DOES THIS 
PASSAGE PROMPT ME 

TO PRAY?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 

ABOUT MAN?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE DEMAND 

OF ME?
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Dwell
.01 FOR WHAT PURPOSE HAS THE 

GRACE OF GOD APPEARED IN CHRIST?

.02 FOR WHAT PURPOSE DID 

CHRIST REDEEM US (V. 14)? WHAT 

GOOD WORKS COULD YOU DO TO 

HONOR CHRIST AND SERVE OTHERS 

THIS WEEK?

God’s grace in Christ is available to all who 
believe and we should therefore freely offer it 
to all people. When we embrace God’s grace 
for us in Christ, He begins to cleanse us and 
give us new desires. This should be seen in 
our commitment to good works (v. 14).

Memorize
Quiz yourself on Titus 2:13 when you have a 
few free moments this week. Consider using 
an app to read it aloud to you.

Pray
Thank God for the free gift of new life that is 
yours in Christ. 

Dwell
As stated previously in this session, Paul 
does not condone slavery here in any way. 
In fact, his words are dignifying to slaves 
as they demonstrate the high calling God 
places on all believers to represent Him in 
all circumstances. This does not mean we 
overlook the injustices others face. Paul’s 
encouragement is that we would live with 
integrity, dignity, and faithfulness to our 
high calling in Christ. For some, that will 
mean standing up for oppressed people.

.01 WHY MIGHT PAUL HAVE 

CHALLENGED THE YOUNG MEN IN 

CRETE TO BE SELF-CONTROLLED? WHY 

MIGHT YOU NEED TO BE ENCOURAGED 

TO DO THE SAME?

.02 WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOUR LIFE 

IS CONSISTENT WITH THE MESSAGE 

YOU PREACH? WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 

IT ISN’T?

Memorize
Read Titus 2:13 aloud several times today 
and write it out in your journal.

Pray
Ask God to help you live in a way that points 
people to Jesus. 

TITUS 2:11-14TITUS 2:6-10
Day ThreeDay Two
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Dwell
Paul’s commands to the church at Rome 
here are similar to those he gave to Titus 
in Titus 2. Paul’s hope was that the people 
of the church at Rome would live in a 
manner consistent with the good news they 
professed to believe. Paul wrote these words 
after encouraging the church to use their 
spiritual gifts to serve the church and bring 
glory to God. This reminds us that loving 
and serving one another is not a secondary 
calling—it is one of the primary ways God 
calls us to live out our identity in Christ. 

.01 HOW MIGHT YOUR CHURCH 

BENEFIT IF YOU WERE COMMITTED 

LOVING OTHER PEOPLE DEEPLY AS 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST?

.02 WHAT IS ONE PRACTICAL WAY YOU 

COULD SHOW HONOR TO A FRIEND OR 

SERVE SOMEONE IN NEED?

Memorize
Take some time to dwell on the truth of 
Titus 2:13 and its implications for you.

Pray
Confess your sin and ask God to help you 
walk in His ways and be more like Him.

ROMANS 12:9-13
Day Five

Dwell
Given Paul’s command here, it seems likely 
that Titus was feeling somewhat intimidated 
by the false teachers who were troubling the 
church in Crete. Rebuking is a direct and 
bold form of correction. Paul challenged the 
young pastor to encourage the people of the 
church at Crete to root themselves deeply 
in the gospel and not be afraid to offer bold 
correction to those who are going astray 
from the gospel. 

.01 WHY DID TITUS NEED THE 

ENCOURAGEMENT PAUL GIVES IN 

THIS VERSE?

.02 HOW MIGHT YOU NEED SIMILAR 

ENCOURAGEMENT TODAY?

Memorize
Ask a friend or family member to quiz you 
on Titus 2:13. Continue to practice reciting it 
throughout the week.

Pray
Ask God to help you continue believing and 
living out the gospel. 

TITUS 2:15
Day Four
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